
FROM PASTOR DAVE..…. Nelson, Mary Holmgren, Dan Lemm and Naomi Volden.   I 

am especially grateful that Mark Nelson has agreed to 

serve as our Treasurer one more year, but we will be 

looking for someone to take over for Mark a"er this next 

year – and would like to iden%fy that person as soon as 

possible so that they can learn “the ropes” from Mark 

before assuming the posi%on.  If you are interested in 

knowing more about the posi%on – please contact either 

Mark Nelson or myself.  I also want to thank Linda Dircks 

and Dave Holmgren as they complete two terms on the 

Endowment Commi*ee.   Two replacements have been 

found, and once they are officially “appointed” by the 

Council – we will share their names.    

I am excited for the year that is ahead of us, and for the 

four new members of our Church Council: Penny Hogberg, 

Bill Berry, Kris Townsend, and Madeleine Duret.   Will there 

be challenges ahead?   Most certainly!  Every congrega%on, 

to some extent, is facing all the same challenges that we 

are facing.   The world has changed, and is changing – and 

it’s calling on us to do “church” differently.   And so that 

will be one of the top agenda items for this year’s Council – 

how do we communicate more effec%vely, how do we 

share the exci%ng things that are happening in and through 

our congrega%on, how do we more inten%onally involve 

people in sharing their gi"s and %me for the sake of the 

Gospel, how do we encourage people to see the “value” of 

their financial support of this congrega%on’s mission – and 

the difference it is making in their lives and in the lives of 

their neighbor.   Yes, we live in a changing and challenging 

%me – but it’s also an exci%ng %me to be the Church!    We 

need to remember that we have something – the good 

news of the Gospel – that the world desperately needs; and 

we have the promise that we can do ALL THINGS through 

Christ who strengthens us! 

Again, as I write this, I am filled with gra%tude and 

excitement.   Grateful for the opportunity to serve with and 

among you as one of your pastors; grateful to serve with 

such a talented staff; grateful for the quality and dedica%on 

of so many leaders; grateful for the countless people who 

serve behind the scenes – but whose service is so vital to 

the well-being of our life together; and grateful for each 

and every one of you who faithfully live out the Gospel in 

big and small ways each and every day!   And I’m excited 

for what lies ahead – for new opportuni%es for service in 

Christ’s name; for the boun%ful generosity of this 

congrega%on through the sharing of %me, talents and 

treasures; for the ways that we are becoming more and 

more outward focused and becoming more and more 

aware of what God is up to outside the walls of our 
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Annual Mee	ng Reflec	ons 

I am filled with deep gra%tude for another very posi%ve 

Annual Mee%ng, and for all who gave of their %me to 

par%cipate in this annual event.   As I shared at the mee%ng, I 

recently overheard someone say that they never realized how 

much we did together as a congrega%on un%l they picked up 

and started reading through the Annual Report.   It IS truly 

amazing the number of people who share their %me and 

talents to make St. John’s the vital congrega%on that it 

is.   And it is even MORE amazing to realize that NO annual 

report, or NO annual mee%ng, can capture ALL of the ministry 

that happens as we – the people of St. John’s – sca*er each 

week to live out our faith in all of our various callings in 

life.   Jesus has called each of us – very ordinary people – to 

be part of God’s exci%ng mission in our world; and through 

the Spirit of Christ at work in and through us – we are able to 

accomplish more than we can ever imagine 

possible!   Together, as the people of St. John’s, we ARE 

making a difference in the lives of people, in the life of this 

community, and in countless ways throughout our 

Southwestern Minnesota Synod, throughout our country, and 

around our world! 

A few years ago, we as a congrega%on made a difficult choice 

to lower our Mission Support in order to balance our 

budget.   But, at that %me, we made a commitment to raise 

our Mission Support by one percent un%l we reached the goal 

of 10%.   We reached that goal last year!   That is, out of every 

ten dollars that is given through St. John’s, one dollar is 

passed on to serve the Gospel through the ministries of our 

Southwestern Minnesota Synod and the ELCA.   A couple of 

things that I learned at our last Synod Council Mee%ng was 

that the ELCA consistently is rated in the top five of all 

charitable organiza%ons in how WELL they use the money 

that is contributed to them.   That means that every dollar we 

pass on through our Mission Support is being stewarded well 

– and is being used wisely.   As a result (and this is the second 

thing I learned) one out of every 49 Americans is touched, 

impacted, helped, assisted, cared for, etc. by our ELCA EVERY 

SINGLE DAY!   That is truly amazing!  And it is something that 

we can be proud of – and the glory goes to God, for what God 

is doing in and through us and our gi"s to make a difference 

in this world! 

I want to thank Denny Abernathy for chairing our Annual 

Mee%ng so effec%vely, the Church Council for serving and 

providing a wonderful lunch, and for the posi%ve spirit that 

was truly present within the room!   I want to thank the 

outgoing Council members for their faithful service:  Mark 

continued on page 2 
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From Pastor Tom’s Desk...  

Dear Friends, 

In just a few days the Lenten Season (February 18 – Ash Wednesday) begins.  The season of Lent has played a huge part in 

my faith forma%on, that’s why I so strongly encourage you to take advantage of this %me.  These forty days  can make such 

a difference in who and what you are.   Let me make some sugges%ons: 

• Commitment to worship on Sunday and Wednesday evening. 

• Discover your church family.  A*end your church meal on Wednesday evening and make it a point that your family will 

sit with a different church family each week with the express purpose to know and be known.  Choose a different age 

segment each week.   

• Family prayer %me.  Set aside a %me each day to pray with your family.  Make prayer lists of who to pray for.  Your chil-

dren will never ever forget this! 

• Medita%on/mindfulness.  This is my choice this year.  I will re-read some of my books on medita%on (I can suggest some 

to you), and I will meditate at least 15 minutes each day.   Recent studies indicate that this re-wires your brain and adds 

years to your life.  At this age, I need years!   

• Family service project.  Plan to do some service project each week.  Think about our Lord’s journey to the cross. 

• Add your own… 

If you did one of these it would make a difference.  If you did all of them you would call it wonderful.   

I pray that this Lenten season will be a %me for great spiritual growth for you and your dear family. 

God Bless You! 

Pastor Tom 

INDNJC 

building; and for the incredible privilege of being part of God’s mission with you my brothers and sisters in Christ!   It 

doesn’t get any be*er than this!!!!! 

As we prayed in worship the day of the Annual Mee%ng – “Lord God, call us beyond small hopes and halNearted 

witness.  Expand our vision so that we might see your kingdom present and at work among us.  Free us from all that hinders 

us from following you in lives of discipleship and service, and s%r us to risk everything for the sake of your mission.”   May 

that be our prayer as we move through the coming year!               Pr. Dave 

INVEST IN THE KINGDOM UPDATE:   Let’s give thanks for the generous gi"s that were given in 2014 
to Invest in the Kingdom: Rooted in Faith a Story to Tell!  This three year campaign kicked off on May 1, 
2014 and will run through April 30, 2017.  The campaign raises the funds needed to pay the monthly mort-
gage payment on our church building.  A total of $345,132 is needed to meet our monthly mortgage obli-
ga%on of $9,587 per month during these three years.  Total giving from May 1, 2014 to December 31, 
2014 was $82,701.74 given by 178 individuals and families (total giving units) including $67,562.25 given by 116 pledg-
ing units and an addi%onal $15,138.49 given by an addi%onal 62 non-pledging units.  The cash balance in the fund on 
December 31, 2014 was $15,641.30.  The January 2015 mortgage payment has been made.  Your financial support of 
our facili%es allows DISCiples to be equipped in our facili%es to be sent out into the world to share stories of God’s love 
in our community and beyond.  Thank you for your generous gi"s and support of our church building! 

CHURCH COUNCIL CHANGES IN FEBRUARY    
The Church Council will NOT be mee%ng this month at its 
regular %me -the third Monday evening, but rather will be 
a*ending our Synod’s “Equipping Congrega%onal Leaders 
Day” on February 28

th
.   We will have a brief Council 

mee%ng over lunch that day!   The Execu%ve Council, how-
ever, WILL meet at its regular %me – second Tuesday 
(February 10

th
) at 7:30pm. 

“SPIRITUAL” SUNDAY  The Worship and Music Team 
is preparing its “second annual” Spiritual Sunday on Sun-
day, February 8th.   We will be singing lots of “spirituals” 
as part of our worship that Sunday.  The Chancel Choir will 
be sharing a couple of “spirituals” at both of our services.   
I hope that you will make every effort to join us for wor-
ship that day!   We are grateful to God for this genre of 
music that has been a blessing for so many! 

PREMARRIAGE WORKSHOP  St. John’s will be holding a Premarriage Workshop on Saturday, February 7th.   All cou-
ples being married here at St. John’s are required to attend this Premarriage workshop and to complete a Prepare Inven-
tory.   Participation in this workshop, completion of the marriage inventory, along with meeting individually with the officiat-
ing pastor, fulfills the state’s requirement and makes couples eligible for a discount on the cost of their marriage license. 

THRIVENT MEMBERS  A great new opportunity is available for you to provide financial support to the ministries and 
mission of St. John’s. Up to $500/member/calendar year in seed money is now available.  If you are willing to help, 
please contact the church office for more details.   
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MANY THANKS 
• To all who helped take down the Christmas decorations – especially the members of the Sarah Circle.   
• Also, many thanks to Cliff Franzen and Lonnie Baack for taking all the Christmas decoration boxes back 
out to the garage. 

• To all who provided reports for our Annual Report, and especially to Lisa, in our office, for all the fine work 
she did putting all the reports together.   Also, a word of thanks to Mary Ann Humola, Bonnie Schmidt and 
Becky Unger for assisting Lisa in assembling the printed reports. 

• To our Treasurer, Mark Nelson, for all the work he did putting our budget proposal together – and for his 
willingness to serve another year as our Church Treasurer. 

• To Naomi Volden (and her dad: John) for hosting the annual Council “Christmas” gathering. 

• To all who attended the 55 Plus Gathering at Café Jules – it was a great time! 

• To all who participated in this year’s Annual Meeting, to our President Denny Abernathy for leading the 
meeting, and to our Council Members for providing the lunch. 

• To Denise Froehlich, Dave Holmgren, and Carol Hesse for serving as this year’s Audit Committee. 

• To Mary Holmgren, Dan Lemm, Mark Nelson and Naomi Volden as they complete their terms on the 
Church Council. 

• To Nichole Abernathy, Diane Barkley, Larry Greene, Jen Kulm, Kris Nelson and Duane Sprague for 
serving faithfully as this year’s Nominating Committee. 
• To Linda Dircks and Dave Holmgren for completing two terms on our St. John’s Endowment Committee. 

HERE’S A WONDERFUL OPPORTUNITY  Our SW Minnesota Synod will be hosting its annual Equipping Con-
gregation’s Day on Saturday, February 28th in Willmar.  This year’s keynote speaker will be the Rev. Nadia 
Bolz-Weber, the founding pastor of House for All Sinners and Saints in Denver, Colorado and the author of 
the bestselling Theological memoir, Pastrix: The Cranky Beautiful Faith of a Sinner and Saint.  This is a won-
derful opportunity to hear a very dynamic speaker and participate in some very practical workshops that will 
be offered during three different times throughout the day.   In order to accommodate a larger audience, the 
event will be held at two different sites – at both Vinje and Bethel Lutheran Churches.  Both locations will have 
the same program elements, the schedules will just be in a different order. 
Our Church Council is once again planning on attending this event.  If you would like to join us, please contact 
the church office immediately.   We have pre-registered for 20 slots (but up to 14 of those will be Council and 
Staff), and we already have a some others who have expressed an interest in attending.  The sooner you let 
us know, the sooner we can make sure we have enough slots.   Our synod staff is expected that this event 
will max out at around 1000 people from around our synod…so, the longer you wait, the greater chance that 
you will not be able to participate.  So please call the church office immediately if you are interested.   Once 
again, we will car pool, so let us also know if you are willing to drive.     In Christ, Pastor Dave 

LENT BEGINS   The Season of Lent will begin on February 18th (Ash Wednesday).  We will offer worship, im-
position of ashes and Holy Communion at two times - at 5pm and 7pm that evening.   If you kept your palm 
branch(es) from last Palm Sunday, please bring them to the church office by Sunday, February 15th.  
We will burn those branches to make the ashes that we will use for this year’s Ash Wednesday services. 
Beginning on Wednesday, February 25th, we will offer both Midweek Lenten Soup Suppers beginning at 
5:30pm and Midweek Lenten Worship services beginning at 7pm. 
This year’s theme is: “Living the Gospel Life”.   Once again we will be asking members of St. John’s to share 
about how they live out the “Gospel Life” within their own vocations in the world.   We will be offering copies of 
a Lenten devotional book – but individuals may also want to download the devotional onto their Kindle for .99 
cents.   Just search for “Living the Gospel Life: The Season of Lent.”   We will also, once again, be using the 
Holden Evening Prayer service for our Midweek Lenten Services.     

FIRST COMMUNION MEETING FOR PARENTS  Here at St. John’s, children are welcome to begin communing when-
ever their parents feel they are ready to participate.   If a child has not begun communing at an earlier age, we strongly 
encourage that every child would begin communing in either third or fourth grade.   On Sunday, February 8th there will 
be a brief meeting, following each worship service, in the church office, for all parents of children who want to prepare for 
their First Communion.  This meeting is for parents only.   The purpose of this meeting is to outline the process, and dis-
tribute some materials that we will have you work through, with your son or daughter, at home in preparation for our First 
Communion class on Saturday, March 14th from 9am-11am.  If you have any questions, please contact the church office. 
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J.O.L.T. (JOY OF LEARNING TOGETHER)  Our Adult Education classes meet in the 
 Library from 9:30am to 10:15am:                ALL ARE WELCOME! 
 February 1: – Bonhoeffer: Come and Die  We will complete the series: “Bonhoeffer: The Life and 

Wri%ngs of Dietrich Bonhoeffer”.  This four part series was filmed on loca%on in Germany.  It is narrated 

by New York Times best-selling author Eric Metaxas.   In this last session we will wrap up the journey we have taken 

through Dietrich Bonhoeffer’s life and why it is that his life and death con%nues to inspire so many people’s faith.   

February 8: –Praying Outside the Lines  Marge Lundeen will share stories and resources and lead a discussion about 

some tradi%onal and non-tradi%onal ways of praying.  If you wish, bring a favorite prayer to read or recite from memory.   

February 15:  The Life of Apostle Peter   Public television travel host, Rick Steves, together with three professors from 

Trinity Lutheran Seminary in Columbus, Ohio, recount the story of the Apostle Peter from his early days as a fisherman, 

through his three-year adventure with Jesus to the tumultuous events surrounding Jesus’ death and resurrec%on.  The 

video recounts Peter’s transforma%on from fisherman to charisma%c leader of the early church and the legend of his 

martyrdom in Rome.  Come and discover why Chris%ans everywhere look to Peter as a model for what it means to be a 

follower of Jesus. 

February 22:  The Life of Apostle Paul  (Part One)  Public television travel host, Rick Steves, together with Lutheran the-

ologians: Susan Briehl and Craig Koester, help us to appreciate the spirit of Paul whose personal experience of the Risen 

Christ turned his life around.  From persecu%ng members of the Jesus movement, Paul becomes the movement’s prima-

ry spokesperson and the one most responsible for spreading the Good News to places like Ephesus, Philippi, Athens, 

Corinth and beyond.  Today, Paul’s wri*en words con%nue to inspire both commi*ed Chris%ans and those who are look-

ing for God’s presence in their lives and the world.       

 ** Part Two of “The Life of Apostle Paul” will be shared on Sunday, March 1st. 

INSTALLATION OF ELECTED LEADERS  We will be installing our newly elected leaders at our worship services on Sun-
day, February 1

st
 .  Please keep our new Council members: Denny Abernathy (second term), Nancy Berg (second term), Bill 

Berry, Penny Hogberg, Kris Townsend, Madeleine Duret and the en%re Council in your prayers throughout the coming year 
as they seek to follow Christ and help us to follow Jesus, as well!   We also give thanks to those who will be serving on next 
year’s Nomina%ng Commi*ee: Jen Kulm, Kurt Bruhn, Vicki Greene, Mary Holmgren, Mark Nelson and Gloria Warner. 

SOUPER BOWL OF CARING  Sunday, February 1
st

, is not only Super Bowl Sunday (not that anyone cares since the 
Packers aren’t playing) but it is also, more importantly, Souper Bowl of Caring Sunday!   Once again we will be receiv-
ing a special offering at the door, following each of our worship services, and all the money collected will go towards 
feeding the hungry through our local Annandale Food Shelf.   Please give generously!  

VALENTINE’S DINNER  Wondering how to celebrate Valen%ne’s Day this year?  How about joining with 
other couples from St. John’s and par%cipa%ng in a special Valen%ne’s Dinner to be once again held down-
stairs at Southbrook “Four Seasons” Restaurant?  It will be an evening to celebrate your love, but also to 
strengthen your marriage. The dinner will be held on Saturday, February 14

th 
beginning at 6:30pm.  The cost 

is $30.00 per couple – which includes:  Choice of Two Entrées: Choice of Two Entrées: 8 oz. Steak (choose from Plain, Black and Bleu, or Marsa-
la); or Brusche*a Stuffed Chicken Breast; or ½ Rack of BBQ Ribs; Tequila Lime Swordfish, Champagne Mustard Salmon, 
Beer-Ba*ered Shrimp, or Bacon-wrapped Shrimp.   Dinners include table served salad, Family Style Asiago Mashed 
Potatoes, Rosemary Baby Reds, Garlic Green Beans or Roasted Vegetables and Freshly Baked Dinner Roll.  Complimen-
tary Champagne or Coffee & Peanut Bu*er Chocolate Torte or Berry Cheesecake.  Tax & gratuity not included.  Come 
and enjoy a night of good food, good fellowship, plus something to encourage you in your marriage.   Please sign-up at 
the Welcome Desk and indicate your entrée choices. Our limit is 30 couples!  VALENTINE’S CHILDCARE AVAILABLE   
If you are in need of childcare, please note that the youth a*ending this summer’s Na%onal Youth Gathering are 
providing Childcare for any couple (whether they are a*ending this event or not) from 5:00 to 9:00pm.  The cost is 
$15.00 per kid – family maximum of $30.00.   This includes dinner and four hours of entertainment.  Age limit is 10 
years old and under.   Childcare reserva%ons need to be in by February 8

th
. 

CROW RIVER CONFERENCE ASSEMBLY  This year, all the conferences of our Southwestern Minnesota Synod will be 
mee%ng on the same day, Sunday, February 8

th
.   Our Crow River Conference will be gathering in Atwater.   The reason for 

having all conferences meet on the same day is that the “major” item of business is nomina%ng candidates for Bishop.   Our 
cons%tu%on requires that we have five nominees.   Bishop Jon is eligible for re-elec%on, and is willing to serve if nominated, 
and if elected.   At this %me six other possible nominees have been iden%fied (but conferences are NOT limited to these indi-
viduals).   The five individuals nominated by the most conferences will be our nominees for Bishop in our Synod.  The Bishop 
elec%on will take place at our Synod Assembly this coming June.   The other possible nominees, in addi%on to Bishop Jon, 
are: Pr. Trevor Bailey, Pr. Paul Lu*er, Pr. Steven Olson, Pr. Troy Pflibsen, Pr. Laurie Skow-Anderson, Pr. Lyle Snyder, and Pr. 
Timothy Wi*wer.   If you are interested in serving as a vo%ng member from St. John’s, please contact the church office.   We 
can have up to TEN lay vo%ng members from St. John’s.  We will make arrangements to carpool together to the Assembly.   
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D-WAY   February 4 – Normal Schedule 
February 11 – Normal Schedule 
February 18 (Ash Wednesday) – Youth are expected to 
a*end worship with their families at either 5pm or 7pm  
February 25 – Lenten Worship – Youth are expected to 
a*end our Lenten worship with their families at 7pm 
 
SUNDAY SCHOOL 
Feb 1—Normal Schedule 
Feb 8—Normal Schedule, Sunday School sings at 10:30 
Feb 15—NO SUNDAY SCHOOL 
Feb 22—Normal Schedule 

LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF (LWR) 
BASKETS OF PROMISE  Our congregation is 
again taking part in LWR’s Baskets of Promise 
appeal. Each week during Lent, we’ll collect 
items to form LWR Personal Care Kits that help 
impoverished people stay healthy in life’s most 
challenging situations.  All items can be dropped off at the 
basket in the fellowship area.  Monetary donations (payable 
to St. John’s) will also be accepted to defray the cost of ship-
ping the kits.  Watch for more information in the weekly bul-

letin.  The collection schedule is as follows:  Week of : Feb 
22—bars of soap, Mar 1—bath towels, Mar 8—toothbrush, 
Mar 15—comb, Mar 22—nail clipper and Mar 29—bars of 
soap.  If you have any questions, please contact Kris N. at  
krisnelson67@hotmail.com or 320-236-7952.   

 Spread the Word! 
Precious Gi"s Preschool is beginning regis-
tra%on for the 2015-2016 school year.  We 
serve children ages 3 to 5.  We are a Parent 

Aware Par%cipant with an excellent kindergarten readiness 
program.  20% tui%on discount to St. John’s members.  We 
also offer transporta%on and are considering daycare prior 
to preschool start %me of 8:30am.  Preschool is offered 3 
days per week from 8:30am to noon.  Please contact Robin 
Jacobson for addi%onal informa%on 612-730-0158. 

2014 ENDOWMENT GRANTS  Our Endowment Commi*ee 

met in January and awarded the following grants – which 

were then approved by the Church Council.   A total of $2700 

was awarded, and all grant requests were approved.   The 

grants are as follows: 

• Pr. Kirsten Nelson Roenfeldt/Seminary Debt Reduc%on - 
 $300 

• Pr. Kayla Monson/Seminary Debt Reduc%on - $300 

• Women of the ELCA/Septuafest - $200 

• Precious Gi"s (Toy Replacement) - $100 

• True Friends (Camper Scholarship) - $100 

• Outreach Team (Material for Tied Blankets for the 
  Annandale Care Center) - $200 

• Matamba Mission (Tui%on, Room, Board for an Orphan 
 Student) - $300 

• Annandale School Nurse Fund - $100 

• Annandale School Angel Fund - $200 

• Lutheran Social Services of Minnesota - $100 

• Lutheran Campus Ministry at St. Cloud State - $100 

• ELCA Malaria Campaign - $100 

• SW MN Synod Pastor to Pastor Program - $100 

• St. John’s Cemetery - $100 

• Sanctuary Ceiling Repair Fund - $400 
 
Thank you to all who submi*ed Endowment Grant Requests.  
We hope, in the weeks and months ahead, to publicly pre-
sent some of those gi"s so as to share the story of our En-
dowment, and how it “enhances the ministry outreach of St. 
John’s.”   We also want to thank Linda Dircks and Dave 
Holmgren as they both complete their second terms on the 
Endowment Commi*ee.  We are grateful for their faithful 
service!   The Commi*ee is in the process of calling forth indi-
viduals to join the team.   I am pleased that one person has 
already agreed to serve.   Once we have both nominees in 
place, and they are “officially” appointed by the Church 
Council, we will let you know their names.  We are also grate-
ful for the work that Linda Dircks has done on a “Book of Re-
membrance” which shares the history of our Endowment.   I 
hope that you will take a look at it, and marvel at the thou-
sands of dollars (almost $15,000 since 2008) that our Endow-
ment has been able to grant to ministries within our congre-
ga%on, in our community, and throughout our world.   Please 
remember that any gi" given to the Endowment, large or 
small, is a gi" that will keep on giving!   We hope that you will 
consider the St. John’s Endowment in your Estate Planning, 
or when you are considering special gi"s and/or memorials!    

WRITING MEMORIES GROUP DATE CHANGE: mee%ng 

will be Thursday, February 19th from 1-3pm in the Library, 

WELCA 2015 LEADERSHIP MTG: Tuesday, February 

10th from 11:30-12:30. 

MATAMBA UPDATE  Many words of thanks for the support 
of our mission in Matamba Tanzania!  First is a thank you to 
the Women of the ELCA for their contribu%on of $300.00 
from the proceeds of their fundraisers in 2014. This money 
will be used for food for orphans and the elderly – the cost of 
which has increased significantly this past year.  Second is 
from the priests in Matamba. A Christmas gi" of $150.00 was 
sent to each of them from our Matamba funds to support the 
work they do. Father Mbiche will use his for children at St 
Monica’s School and Father Mligo will use his for St John’s 
Hospital:    Dear St John’s Congrega%on,  ‘I have a great honor 
to say a word of thanks to you for your financial assistance to 
my project. The money reached me safely.  My update is that 
St. Monica's students are on vaca%on now and the school is 
open soon. Many kids have reported back already. God 
bless.’ Fr. Augus%ne Mbiche.  (and) ‘From the bo*om of my 
heart I wish to thank you very much for your gi" of money 
you have given us! I wish to write to thank the whole com-
munity of St. John’s Lutheran Church. I will spend the money 
for buying medica%ons for trea%ng my old poor people and 
the children. My friends- I wish you all the best and take 
care!’           Your friend, Fr. Albert Mligo 

IN MEMORY OF ROGER L. NILSON   Marilyn Nilson and 
family have donated 10 Spark Bibles for use in our sanctu-
ary.  St. John’s is thankful for this blessed gi"! 

BIBLE STUDY  Session 1- “AWARE” meets at 1pm in the 
Library—con%nues through Feb. 18th.  Session 2-
”BELONG” will run Feb. 25-April 1st (deadline to sign up at 
the Welcome Center is February 15th).  All are welcome!  

 

LWR 
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GOT E-MAIL?? Currently  the Good News!  gets sent 
to 223 different e-mail addresses yet we still mail out to 
250.  If you would like to receive the newsletter as an e-
mail just let the office know at ldietrich-blocker@stjohns-
annandale.org.  It works great and is very cost-effective!     
CHANGING ADDRESS:  MOVING AWAY?? For every 
piece of returned mail or updated address we are 
charged a .57 fee from the post office. In addition, for 
those who will be moving and are leaving the area permanently,  
please notify the office at 274-8827.  Thank you.   

IN NEED OF PRAYER? 
People at St. John’s are ready to pray for and with you --
- in times of joy, and in times of need.  To activate this 
prayer ministry please contact the church office.   Only 
the information you choose to share will be passed on to 
the Prayer Ministry participants.   But please understand 
that if you are calling on behalf of another person, in 
order to respect the right of privacy, and for the sake of 
confidentiality, you must have that individual’s 
permission before we can activate the prayer ministry 
and pray for them by name.   
Also, please know that our prayer ministry is ALWAYS 
open to additional participants.  If you would like to be 
included in either the Prayer Chain (where you would 
receive a telephone contact) or the email prayer group – 
please contact the church office.    

PASTORAL VISITS  Please call the church office and 
let us know if you desire a pastoral visit – especially if you 
are going to be hospitalized.  If it is an emergency feel 
free to call Pastor Dave at home.   

 

COMING UP… 
• “Spring Ahead” One Hour – before 

you go to sleep on March 7th 
• First Communion Class – March 

14th from 9am to 11am 
• Lutheran Men in Mission Retreat – March 13 and 

14th 
• 55 Plus – March 17th at Café Jules  
• Pack the Pews—March 22nd 
• Palm Sunday/Passion Sunday – March 29th 
• Maundy Thursday Worship – April 2nd 
• Good Friday Ecumenical Worship at St. Ignatius – 

12 noon on April 3rd 
• Good Friday “Stations of the Cross” led by our 9th 

Graders – 7pm on April 3rd 
• Easter Sunday – April 5 
• Annandale Expo – April 11 
• Annual Choir Cantata – April 19 

MISSION TRIP FUNDRAISERS:  ALUMINUM CANS/
POINTS: There is a collection area for bagged aluminum 
cans (no used aluminum foil please) in the outdoor gar-
bage area.  We also collect COBORNS/CASH WISE 
points throughout the year—there is a collection bucket 
located outside of the office. 

General 

Fund 
December 2014 Year to Date 2014 Mo. Average End-of-Year Balance  

Income $54,807.56 $396,541.79 $33,045.15 $29,536.98  

      

Expense $36,193.15 $402,922.26 $33,576.86   

Building 

Fund 
  Monthly Mortgage Building Balance  

Income $14,628.48 $115,518.56 $9,587.00 $15,676.79  

      

Notes: 1. We are current on all bills. 

 

2.    December General Fund income exceeded expenses by $18,614.41. Our fund balance went  
       up from $11,172.57 to $29,536.98. 
3. Mortgage was paid. Building Fund offerings were more than mortgage by about $5000.  
4.   Thank you for the offerings for December.  It was a strong giving month.  Great job!  

   
 THANKS SO MUCH FOR YOUR GENEROUS GIFTS!  

FIRST FRIDAY COMMUNION SERVICE  

AT ANNANDALE CARE CENTER    Our monthly service 
of Holy Communion will be February 6th at 1:30pm.  
While this worship service is intended for all St. John’s 
members who are residents at the Care Center and 
Centennial Villa apartments, it is open to ALL (both 
residents and family and friends).  Pr. Dave will also be 
leading worship at the Care Center on Sunday, Febru-
ary 22nd at 1:30pm 

IN CASE OF INCLEMENT WEATHER  
When the weather is ques%onable, and we have 
something scheduled at church, we will:  
1) Put an announcement on our voice mail indica%ng 

whether events are s%ll on or are cancelled,  
2) Put an announcement on the website at 

www.stjohns-annandale.org indica%ng whether 
events are on or are cancelled, and  

3) If an event is cancelled, we will also no%fy the follow-
ing radio/television sta%ons:  KRWC Buffalo 
(1360AM), KTIS Minneapolis (98.5FM)-(broadcast on 
webpage), and WCCO (830AM) (broadcast on 
webpage).   

In all cases, please make wise and safe choices. 



Page 7 St. John’’’’s Lutheran Church Council Meeting     Date:  January 12th, 2015   Start: 7:00   End: 9:30              

 
COUNCIL: Pastor Dave,  Denny Abernathy, Nancy Berg,  Dave Hadler, Bob Hesse,  Mary Holmgren, Jason Koets,    

Matt Treichler,  Matt Honsey, Lisa Borders, Mark Nelson     Absent: Dan Lemm, Naomi Volden 

 

 

 

Council members contact your Missions – What are you currently working on. Is there anything else you would like to share with the 

board. Please let your mission know to send minutes of each mee	ng to Bonnie as soon as possible a7er the mee	ng. 

Topic Discussion Action 

Devotions: Devotions: Lisa Borders N/A 

Scripture and 

Prayer 

Pastor Dave             N/A 

Approval of Agen-

da 

Motion: Approval of agenda as it reads.       MSP: Lisa 

Secretary’s Report Motion: Approval of secretary’s report.      MSP: Mary 

Treasurer’s Report Motion: Approval of treasurer’s report.     MSP: Nancy 

Executive  Com-

mittee Actions: 

  N/A 

Unfinished Busi-

ness: 

    

New Business Recommendation of 2015 fiscal year budget to congregation- Ap-
proved as amended 
Approve Endowment Grants as recommended by Endowment Com-
mittee 

  MSP: Mark/Mary 
MSP: Mary/Jason 

Ministry Updates Council members report on respective Ministries. N/A 

Council Remind-

ers: 

January Offering: Early Mary, Late Jason , January Share/Treat: Lisa 
Borders 
February Offering: Early-             Late- Nancy Berg 

  
N/A 

  

Mark your calen-

dar: 

Christmas Party Naomi’s House Jan. 10 7:00 
Annual Meeting January 25th 
Equipping Congregations February 28th

 

  
N/A 

Pastor Dave’s Re-

port: 

Huge thank you to the outgoing council members for their faithful ser-
vice- Mary Holmgren, Dan Lemm, Mark Nelson and Naomi Volden. 
Nominating committee has nominees for all positions and will be voted 
on at Annual Meeting. 
Annual Reports will be available on January 18th on our website and 
also printed copies. 
Installation of Leaders will be held on February 1st. 

  

Adjournment Motion to adjourn MSP: Dave/Lisa 

Announcements/ 

Prayer 

  N/A 



~ February 2015 ~ 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
1 Souper Bowl of Caring 
Installation of Elected 

Leaders 
8:15a Traditional Worship 
with Communion 
9:30a JOLT!/ Sunday 
School 
10:30a Contemporary 
Worship with Communion 
3p Cub Scouts Meeting-
Ed. Bldg. 

2 
8:30a Precious 
Gifts Preschool 
6p Boy Scouts 
6:30p Cub 
Scouts 
7p Sarah Circle 

3 
8a Men's Bible Study 
10a Women's Bible 
Study 

4 

 8:30a Precious Gifts 

Preschool 

9:30a Staff Meeting 
1p Bible Study-AWARE 
1:30p Mary Circle 
3:15p 3rd-4th D-Way 
5p 5th-6th D-Way 
5:40p 7th-9th D-Way 
7:15p Choir Rehearsal 
7:30p AA meeting 

5 
9:15a Annandale 
Improvement Club 
Mtg. 
6p Girl Scouts 

6 
8:30a Precious Gifts 
Preschool 
1:30p Communion 
Service at Annan-
dale Care Center 

7 
8a Pre-Marriage 
Workshop 

8   SPIRITUAL 
       SUNDAY 
1st Communion Parent 

Mtg. after each service 
8:15a Traditional Worship 
with Communion 
9:30a JOLT!/ Sunday 
School 
10:30a Contemporary 
Worship with Communion 
11:30a New Member 
Gathering 
2p Crow River Conf. As-
sembly 
6p Youth Group 
6p Cub Scouts 

9 
8:30a Precious 
Gifts Preschool 
9:30a Hands for 
Hope 
2p Ruth Circle 
6p Boy Scouts 
8p Boy Scouts-
Venture Chris T. 

10 
8a Men's Bible Study 
10a Women's Bible 
Study 
6:30p Min of Worship 
& Music 
7:30p Executive 
Committee Mtg. 

11 

 8:30a Precious Gifts 

Preschool 

9:30a Lydia/Naomi Circle 
- at Barb Tasa’s in 
Buffalo, MN 
9:30a Staff Meeting 
1p Bible Study-AWARE 
3:15p 3rd-4th D-Way 
5p 5th-6th D-Way 
5:40p 7th-9th D-Way 
7:15p Choir Rehearsal 
7:30p AA meeting 

12 
9:30a Annandale 
Christian Women's 
Club 
5:30p New Member 
Gathering 

13 
8:30a Precious Gifts 
Preschool 

14 
5-9p Babysitting by 
Youth 
6:30p Valentine's 
Dinner at South-
brook 

15 
New Member Sunday 

8:15a Traditional Worship 
9:30a JOLT!/ NO SUN-
DAY SCHOOL 
10:30a Contemporary 
Worship 
11:30a ELCA Youth Gath-
ering Mtg. 

16 
Church Office 

Closed 
President's 

Day 
6p Boy Scouts 
6p Min of Out-
reach 
6:30p Cub 
Scouts 
8p Boy Scouts-
Venture Chris T. 

17 
8a Men's Bible Study 
10a Women's Bible 
Study 
7p Min of CYF 

18 

 8:30a Precious Gifts 

Preschool 

9:30a Staff Meeting 
1p Bible Study-AWARE 
5p Ash Wednesday 
Service 
6:10p Choir Rehearsal 
7p Ash Wednesday 
Service 
7:30p AA meeting 

19 

9a Ministerial Mtg. 
10a Newsletter 
Deadline 
1p Writing Memories 
Group 
6p Girl Scouts-Patty 
Bellows 

20 
8:30a Precious Gifts 
Preschool 

21 
9a Cub Scout Adult 
Leader Training 
9-11a Powder Ridge 
Snow Tubing 

22 
8:15a Traditional Worship 
with Communion 
9:30a JOLT!/ Sunday 
School 
10:30a Contemporary 
Worship with Communion 
1:30p Care Center Wor-
ship Service 
6 pm Youth Group 
6p Cub Scouts 

23 
8:30a Precious 
Gifts Preschool 
9:30a Hands for 
Hope 

24 
8a Men's Bible Study 
10a Women's Bible 
Study 
5p Property Team 
Meeting 

25 

 8:30a Precious Gifts 

Preschool 

9:30a Staff Meeting 
1p Bible Study-BELONG 
5:30p Lenten Soup 
Supper 
6p Choir Rehearsal 
7p Lenten Service 
7:30p AA meeting 

26 
7:30p Boy Scouts-
Venture (Chris T) 

27 
8:30a Precious Gifts 
Preschool 

28 
Equipping Congrega-

tion Leaders – 
Willmar, MN 

COMING UP… “Spring Ahead” One Hour – before you go to sleep on March 7th
; First Communion Class 

– March 14th from 9am to 11am; Lutheran Men in Mission Retreat – March 13 and 14th
; 55 Plus – March 17th 

at Café Jules; Pack the Pews—March 22nd
; Palm Sunday/Passion Sunday – March 29th

;  Maundy Thurs-
day Worship – April 2nd;  Good Friday Ecumenical Worship at St. Ignatius – 12 noon on April 3rd

; Good 
Friday “Stations of the Cross” led by our 9th Graders – 7pm on April 3rd

; Easter Sunday – April 
5th
; Annandale Expo – April 11th

; Annual Choir Cantata – April 19th
 



 

 

FEBRUARY 
Greeters/ 
Welcome 

Center 

Readers Acolytes Coffee/Treats 

Servers 

Audio/Video 

Techs 

February 1 

8:15 
  Diane Barkley Joslyn Marquette, 

Abigail Molldrem 
Holly Peterson & 

family 
A: Mike Miller 

V: Diane Nelson 

February 1 

10:30 
       Riley Niedzielski 

   Brianna O’Brien 
Shelly & John Mikel 

and family 
A: Erik Jacobson 

V: Justin Sawatzke 

February 8 

8:15 
  Beverly 

Sorensen 

Madelyn Wagener 
Justin Lampi 

Linda & Ron Dircks A: Lisa Dietrich-B. 
 V: Becky Unger 

February 8 

10:30 
  Peggy Bodell Kayla Wold 

McKenzie Adams 
Anton & Andrea Wel-

ter family 
A: Shelly Mikel 
V: Luke Mikel 

   February 15 

8:15 
Matt, Tina, Brett 

& Olivia Honsey 
Tina Honsey Maxwell Wiles John & Diane Swan-

son 
A: Jim Hallstrom 

V: Denise Schulz 

   February 15 

10:30 
  Mary Iverson Caleb Bianchi Shannon & Michael 

Diers family 
A: Shelly Mikel 
V: Julie Hahn 

February 18 

5pm-Ash 
Wednesday 

    

- - - - - - - - - - - - 

Isaac Hagstrom 

Justin Lampi 

  

 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
A: Lisa Dietrich-B. 

 V: Becky Unger 

February 18 

7pm- Ash 
Wednesday 

    

- - - - - - - - - - - - 

McKenzie Adams 

Garrett Lindquist 

  

 - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- 
A: 

V: Jim Peterson 

February 22 

8:15 
    Jake Mader 

Riley Niedzielski 

Kris & Rick Bauer 
family 

A: Jim Framstad 

V: Phyllis Framstad 

February 22 

10:30 
    Mary Iverson Joslyn Marquette 

Abigail Molldrem 
Derrick & Amy 
Bianchi  Family 

A: 
V: Julie Hahn 

February 25 

7:00pm Len-
ten Ser-

vice 

    
- - - - - - - - - - - - 

Brianna O’Brien   

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
A: Mike Miller 

V: Diane Nelson 

Ushers 
8:15 Service 

John & Diane Swanson 

Dan & Sue Nelson 

Dave & Mary Holmgren 

Bev Orson 

 

10:30 Service 

John & Shelly Mikel and family 

 

Altar Guild 

Donna Jacobson 
Bev Sorensen 

WELCA Circles: 

Sarah Circle:  Monday, Feb. 2nd at 7:00pm 

Hostess:  Penny Koets 

Bible Study Leader: Robin Jacobson 

Lydia/Naomi Circle:  Wednesday, Feb. 11th 

       **Meets at Barb Tasa’s in Buffalo** 

Hostess:   Phyllis Looft 

Bible Study Leader:   Bev Sorensen 

Mary Circle:  Wednesday, Feb. 4th at 1:30pm 

Bible Study Leader: Frieda Gunderson 

Ruth Circle:  Monday, Feb. 9th at 9pm 

 Hostess: Mary Iverson 

 







ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 
ELCA 
331 W. Harrison St. 
Annandale, MN  55302 
 
Office Phone: 320-274-8827 
Office Fax: 320-274-7283 
 
Precious Gifts Preschool:                    
320-274-9722 
 
Email: stjohns@stjohns-annandale.org 
 

Web site: www.stjohns-annandale.org 
 
Office Hours: 
Monday—Friday,  
8:00 am—4:00 pm 
 
Sunday Worship:   
8:15 am Traditional  
10:30 am Contemporary 
 
Christian Education/JOLT: 
9:30 am Sunday 
 
Summer Worship: 
8:30 am Traditional 
10:00 am  Contemporary 

Ministry Chairpersons: 
Children, Youth & Family 
Jill Wrobbel 
jwrobbel@annandale.k12.mn.us 
 
Outreach: 
Marilyn Hallstrom 
Marilyn.hallstrom@ 
hallstromconsulting.com 
       
Worship and Music: 
                 
Support and Stewardship: 
Bruce Bartels 
bartelsbruce400@gmail.com 
 

ELCA Missionary 
Terry Jensen 
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St. John’s Staff 
 
Dave Nelson, Lead Pastor        
                     dnelson@stjohns-annandale.org  
Tom Heyd, Pastor                          
            theyd@stjohns-annandale.org 
Jenny Aleckson, CYF Director  
                   jaleckson@stjohns-annandale.org 
Bonnie Schmidt, Financial Administrator    
       bschmidt@stjohns-annandale.org   
Lisa Dietrich-Blocker, Administrative Asst. 
         ldietrich-blocker@stjohns-annandale.org      
Becky Unger, Worship Support Specialist     
          bunger@stjohns-annandale.org 
Orma Lou Jacobsma,  Organist  
Becky Unger & Penny Koets, Contemporary  
Worship Co-leaders        pohibku@yahoo.com/
           pkoets@annandale.k12.mn.us      
Ron Wright, Custodian   
       rwright@lakedalelink.net                                                            
Robin Jacobson, Precious Gifts Director/
Teacher                   robin@jacobsonfarm.com 
Nichole Abernathy, Wedding Coordinator                                                               
           nichole.abernathy@yahoo.com                           
Lara Kjaer, Precious Gifts Teacher Assistant 
Mark Nelson, Chancel Choir Director    
                   music2Xnelson@gmail.com  

Sunday School Superintendents: 
 Kurt & Jackie Bruhn,                                                                                                                                                            

              kjbruhn@msn.com                              


